
 
Wesley Skinner Cello Studio Policies 2025 

(480) 572-6233 (texting preferred) 
Wesley.Skinner@gmail.com 

 
1. Cello, bow, assigned music, rosin, rock stop/strap, and METRONOME are required at every 
lesson. Your own metronome is needed for Zoom lessons.​
 
2. Cello Maintenance is the student/parent’s responsibility. I can offer guidance and limited help 
concerning adjustments. Utilize a luthier or rental source for regular maintenance and repairs. 
​
3. Bring current music (repertoire, technical studies, & reading) to every lesson. Other 
required materials may include a pencil, a notebook, a cello strap/endpin holder, a cello stool, 
and/or a tuner/metronome. If I send you a PDF, please have it readily available and be able to 
read it from a tablet (not a phone) or have it printed for the lesson. Lesson time is valuable and 
shouldn’t be spent printing or searching for materials. 
 
4. Questions regarding school and youth orchestra music should be brought up at the 
beginning or early on in the lesson—not at the end or when the lesson is finished. If it is urgent 
enough to be covered in that lesson, it is urgent enough to be brought up at the beginning of the 
lesson. Please notify me as soon as possible when you plan to audition for orchestras, 
competitions, or other performance plans. These can take many months of preparation, and I 
can guide the student to the best possible preparation plan. 
 
5. The student is required to keep a notebook of lesson notes to refer back to during the 
week. It is necessary to bring this to every lesson. In addition, audio or video archives of the 
lessons may prove helpful if the student would rather keep this on an iPad, computer, or other 
device and refer to it throughout the week. For Zoom lessons, please ask me for digital 
permission to record each lesson on Zoom. If the student is too young to be keeping a notebook 
of everything covered in the lesson, the parent should be there to take notes.  
 
6. Daily practice must be a minimum of the lesson time length. (e.g., 30 min lesson = 30 min 
minimum of daily practice). If the student practices a full practice session consistently 6 days a 
week, a day off is earned appropriately! 

 
7. Parents are strongly encouraged to attend lessons to take notes, audio recordings, and 
video recordings and observe to help at home. Students 10 years and younger will need 
parental supervision during practice time at home and in the lesson.  
 
8. The distraction of cellphones is not permitted in the studio during the lesson. They should 
only be used for recording, tuning, or metronome apps. It is best to put these in airplane mode 
without WiFi to stay focused on the lesson unless you are using this for your Zoom Meeting. 
Also, please keep notification sounds to a minimum, especially in Zoom calls. I suggest the 
Tunable App for tuning and metronome all-in-one as it is a very accurate and powerful tool.  
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9. Audio or video recordings of lessons are allowed and encouraged for practice and home 
use only by the student and parent. The sale, distribution, or publication of these 
recordings is not permitted. Evidence of sale, distribution, or publication will result in 
immediate removal and a minimum $10,000.00 fine. Performances of the student are yours! 
 
10. Effective 08/01/2024, Tuition must be PREPAID, before August 1st / January 1st on the 
semesterly plan OR by the 1st lesson of the month on a monthly plan. Discuss possible 
schedule conflicts at the start of each month. Each semester is a minimum of 15 lessons, 
August-December / January-May, on the semesterly plan. 
 
Monthly plan, please pay according to the $55/$70/$85 per lesson schedule with the number of 
lessons the student will have that month, by the first of the month. Late fees include an 
additional $15 per lesson. I reserve the right not to teach an unpaid lesson. 
 
Semesterly Plan (Discount if paid in full) - see the last page for scholarship information 

-​ $25 Late Payment Fee (if later than the first lesson of the semester) 
-​ $55 x 15 = $825 per semester ($55 per 30 minute lesson) 
-​ $70 x 15 = $1,050 per semester ($70 per 45 minute lesson) 
-​ $85 x 15 = $1,275  per semester ($85 per hour lesson) 

Invoices may be provided upon request. For students not registering for lessons on a weekly 
basis, “a la carte” lessons are $70/$85/$100 per lesson schedule. No refunds on any lessons. I 
will fulfill all lessons paid in full. Lessons do not roll over from one calendar year to the next. 
 
11. A Minimum of 6 Hours Notice is required for lesson rescheduling in the event of illness 
or emergency. The teacher is not required to reschedule emergency cancellations made less 
than 6 hours before the lesson time. Please do not come to a lesson sick. Zoom is still an 
option if the student is ill and still wants a lesson. Other lesson conflicts should be planned 
as far in advance as possible. Beginning-of-the-month schedule coordination is ideal. Possible 
sports events, other conflicts, and vacations must be disclosed as early as possible. 
Undisclosed vacations, conflicts, and cancellations for lack of practicing are not 
emergencies and will count as a lesson given. Late cancellations, no-shows, or forgotten 
lessons will not be refunded and will count as a lesson given.  Zoom connection or audio 
issues will be rescheduled.  
 
12. The teacher is not obligated to compensate late arrivals with an extended lesson ending 
or more time added to a future lesson. Lessons may be rescheduled with proper advanced 
notice. Extra lesson time is a gift at the discretion of the teacher. Please arrive about 5 
minutes early (including Zoom) to allow for ample time to unpack, tune, and prepare materials. 
Please feel free to knock/text/call if I am not there to greet you. When traveling to your lesson, 
GPS may help you calculate estimated travel. Please use discretion when planning travel. 
 
13. Student’s Health. A student should arrive with fingernails clipped, hands washed, and in 
good health. Sneezing, coughing, and runny nose are possible symptoms of a contagious virus 
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that should not be brought into the cello studio. You may request a Zoom lesson instead if you 
or a member of your family is sick. I am more likely to be flexible with rescheduling as a Zoom 
lesson due to illness.  
 
14. Learning Differences. *Very Important*  If the student has or the parent(s) suspect a 
learning disability, behavior issues, or mental health issues, please let me know. Though this 
does not change my willingness to teach the student, it may change how I approach teaching. 
 
15. Zoom lessons have been extremely successful and are a continuing option for anyone who 
feels they are unable to fit travel time into their schedule or prefer the comfort of learning from 
home. Whether for convenience's sake or for personal reasons, I am always happy to offer this 
as an option. Here are some tips for Zoom: 

-​ If you have a tablet or computer, please use that instead of your phone. 
-​ Please have your Zoom software updated to the latest version. 
-​ Please remember to switch on the *Original Sound* setting for EVERY lesson. 
-​ Please wait patiently if I am still working with a student and do not leave. 
-​ Please make sure you are in a quiet place with few distractions. 
-​ Please tune your instrument before the lesson to the best of your ability. 
-​ Please attempt to limit other internet use on your WiFi while in the lesson. 
-​ Feel free to record the lesson if your computer has this option (and let me know). 
-​ Please position your camera/device so that I can see from your knees to your head. 
-​ Please avoid using Bluetooth headphones (like Airpods); speakers preferred 
-​ A USB microphone may offer a better sound quality for me to hear your playing 

 
16. Consult with me before increasing the instrument size or purchasing a new instrument. 
 
17. Signing this contract is an agreement that you have read, understand, and will abide by all 
the rules herein. Please contact me directly if you have issues with any of the above-listed 
policies. If a negative rating or review that correlates to a clause in this contract is published on 
any social media website, an employment website (e.g. Thumbtack), a public review site (e.g., 
Google), or with the Better Business Bureau, the writer or representative of the negative 
review must remove the negative review, rating, and the writer is subject to a minimum 
fine of $10,000.00 for wrongful defamation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign___________________________________         Date ______________ 
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Contact: 
Zoom:  357 121 3220 
Cell: ​ (480) 572-6233 (texting preferred) 
Email:​ wesley.skinner@gmail.com 
 
Payment options: 
Zelle (preferred), Cash, Check, CryptoCurrency, Venmo, CashApp, Apple Pay,​
Checks may be made payable to “Wesley Skinner” 
PayPal is not accepted due to the fees associated 
 

Future Tuition Increase Schedule (subject to change) 
Effective 08/01/2024 

-​ $55 per 30-minute lesson 
-​ $70 per 45-minute lesson 
-​ $85 per 60-minute lesson 
-​ $100 per 90-minute lesson 
-​ $30 teacher travel fee per lesson 
-​ $30 late fee 

Effective 08/01/2025 
-​ $60 per 30-minute lesson 
-​ $75 per 45-minute lesson 
-​ $90 per 60-minute lesson 
-​ $105 per 90-minute lesson 
-​ $35 teacher travel fee per lesson 
-​ $35 late fee 

Effective 08/01/2026 
-​ $65 per 30-minute lesson 
-​ $80 per 45-minute lesson 
-​ $95 per 60-minute lesson 
-​ $110 per 90-minute lesson 
-​ $40 teacher travel fee per lesson 
-​ $40 late fee 

Effective 08/01/2027 
-​ $70 per 30-minute lesson 
-​ $85 per 45-minute lesson 
-​ $100 per 60-minute lesson 
-​ $115 per 90-minute lesson 
-​ $45 teacher travel fee per lesson 
-​ $45 late fee 

 
NEED-BASED & MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE UPON APPLICATION 

~ See Below ~ 

 

mailto:wesley.skinner@gmail.com
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I understand the rate increase may not be feasible for all, so I am offering scholarships upon 
application. Please fill out this form promptly so I can accommodate all requests.  
 

The deadline for Scholarship Application is June 1st, 2025 
 
If you need financial assistance, please send your request via the scholarship application form 
and review all requirements for application. ESA students may not request scholarships.  
 
Required for application 

1)​ Submit a video of the student’s performance. This video should demonstrate the 
student’s eagerness to learn and perform with their highest level of performance. Please 
keep the video to a maximum of 10 minutes in length. If less than 5 minutes of music, 
please include their best scale and at least two pieces. Google Drive is preferred. 

2)​ The application form. A letter of request is required on this form. CLICK HERE. 
3)​ Depending on the requested tuition scholarship, further financial documents may be 

requested (e.g., tax return or W-2), and you may redact your SSN. 
 
I am not able to provide free lessons at this time. However, please review the options in the form 
and complete it in full. 
 
Please start by filling out this form: CLICK HERE 
 
Or copy/paste this link into your browser:  

https://forms.gle/abSUXiyJp992nBxe6 
 

 
MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS: (Only Two Available for 50% Scholarship) 
Video Submission Required 

1)​ Major & Minor Scales: 16th notes at quarter = 100bpm (or higher!) 
a)​ Please ask about 3-octave Galamian, Separate Bow Format 
b)​ Major and Minor Scales may be sent in 2 videos. 

2)​ One Etude (Mooney/Duport/Popper/Piatti) 
3)​ Piece of Choice (5-10 minutes of music) 

 
Please do not rely on the Merit-Based Video Application if you are a need-based 
scholarship student. If you absolutely need the scholarship, please submit both! 

 

https://forms.gle/abSUXiyJp992nBxe6
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